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FOOD BANK - This is the season when most of us, even if things haven't been good recently, can look forward to a turkey and the fixings for Thanksgiving. But not everyone can take this for granted, especially these days.
Find Us On Facebook
AP VIDEOmore>>

For such county residents, the Anne Arundel County Food and Resource Bank, which operates year-round, comes through holiday season after holiday season.
As we reported Thursday, churches and nonprofit organizations rely on the food bank so that they can provide food baskets and holiday meals. And the food bank - although it does get nearly $100,000 a year in county funding - relies on the generosity of area businesses and residents, and on volunteers.
Food bank Executive Director Bruce Michalec said he's seeing a steady climb in the numbers of the working poor and the "new poor" (the suddenly unemployed). Such people need the generosity of their fellow county residents.
And all of us could stand to ponder whether usable food that has gravitated to the back of our shelves - or old beds, tables and chairs that now gather dust in the basement - ought to be at the food bank instead. Donations can be made through the food bank's website,www.aafoodbank.org, or dropped off directly, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the food bank's facility on the grounds of the former Crownsville State Hospital.
---
FIFTY YEARS OF PROVIDENCE - Our best wishes and congratulations to an invaluable institution that has been serving the community for 50 years now.
Providence Center started in 1961 - with just seven children and a donated home - as a program for youngsters with developmental disabilities. After 1975, and the passage of federal legislation mandating that public schools provide special education for children with disabilities, the program shifted to developmentally challenged adults.
Through Providence, these adults learn careers and trades, go to work for local employers, pay taxes, and become functioning members of the community.
The program has been a brilliant success, and we're hoping for even more in its next 50 years.
---
LET IN THE CAMERAS - The biggest decision facing Americans next year will be made at the polls in November. The second-biggest will be made by the nine justices of the U.S. Supreme Court, who will decide if President Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act - better known as "ObamaCare" - is constitutional. The court has scheduled an unusual 5 1/2 hours of hearings on the case.
In short, it's the perfect time to dispense with the high court's counterproductive and anachronistic refusal to televise its courtroom proceedings.
Both C-SPAN, the cable network that offers blanket coverage of Congress and other government activities, and the Radio Television Digital News Association have asked the court to finally let the cameras in. The courts in 47 states and the high courts of Great Britain and Canada already televise their proceedings.
Given today's rampant cynicism about government, it would do Americans good to not only witness the decorum of a Supreme Court hearing but get a taste of the scholarly seriousness the justices bring to questioning attorneys who argue cases before them.
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